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| NBEVERWYCK"
Wi.Paterson VAN RENSSELAER HOUSE
RENSSELAER, N. Y.

Stephean Van HRensselasr, the so called "last of
the patroons",on his death divided the lanor of Rensselser-
wyck betwzen his eldest son, otephen and his youngest son,
Wm.Paterson Vin Hensselasr; the former inheriting ssvaral
thousand acres on the west side of ths Hudson and the latter
almost an equal amount of land on the east sids.

Wm.Paterson van Rensselasr travelzd extensively
in Europe and on his return about 1838 he built th= house
now known as "Beverwyck", complsting it in 1839 or 1840,

He employzd an Xtalian architect and a number of ltalian
~craftsamen. The house is, therefors, unigue in ths aistrict
28 in general design aswell as in detail 1t shows the
Ttalian influsnce.

- : Shortly after the house was finished, the rent
. wars began and these troubles so taxed th2 ownsr that hs

' re2tired to anothsr house which he buiit on Long Island
and left his agsents to ssttle the troubles w'th his tenants.

_ ~About 1850 Paul Forbes of Boston passad up the
River on a visit to Albany, saw ths house and bought it.
His famlly occupi=d it for a number of years and 1t has
come to be familiarly known as “h2 "Forbes !Manor". For
about twenty-flva years it wasthnantless and allowed to
deterionate)until in 1912 1t was bought by the Roman
Catholic Order of St. Francis and dis now a training school
and monastery.

A+ the time that it was built or shortly after
a number of the first flcor ceilings were decoratad in frescos
of these two rewmain, ons of them an interssting exumple of
verspective decoration.

snns Weber,
duthor
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